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ligion at bottom, and a fund of good principles and good notions in her mind, yet she was young and merry, and did not tie herself up so severely in such things as her sisters had done ; which, though it was no part of her happiness in the affair before her, yet it rendered her very agreeable to her father; and particularly, it made the affair with this gentleman much easier to her father, and he had much less trouble with her than he had with her two sisters.
The gentleman was, as I have observed, an Italian merchant, a very handsome, agreeable person, perfectly well-bred, having lived abroad, and seen a great deal of the world : he was also a man of excellent parts and sense, talked admirably well, almost of everything that came in his way, spoke several languages, and, in short, was not a complete-bred merchant only, but much of a gentleman ; and to all this was to be added, that he was very sober, grave, and oftentimes, as occasion offered, his discourse upon religious affairs discovered him to be very serious and religious. As to his estate, it was not very well only, but extraordinary; he was, indeed, a little too old, having lived abroad about twenty-two years, and was about so much above twenty, which was the age of the lady. However, as this was an advantage in many other ways, as in his judgment and experience in the world, the father made no scruple at all of it, nor did his daughter inquire much after it.
In a word, having been introduced to the young lady, she must have been a woman of much more nicety and scruple than she professed herself to be, if she had disliked anything in his person or circumstances ; and therefore having kept her company for some weeks, things began to draw towards a close,